
 	   BRAZIL 
Political 

OFFICIAL NAME: 
Federal Republic of 
Brazil 
FORM OF GOV.: 
Democratic federal 
republic 
CAPITAL: Brasilia 
POPULATION: 
183,888,841… 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
Brazil is the largest country in South America and 
the fifth largest nation in the world. It forms an 
enormous triangle on the eastern side of the 
continent with a 4,500-mile (7,400-kilometer) 
coastline along the Atlantic Ocean. It has borders 
with every South American country except Chile 
and Ecuador…. 

NATURE 
Brazil has the greatest 
variety of animals of any 
country in the world. It is 
home to 600 mammal 
species, 1,500 fish 
species, 1,600 bird 
species, and an amazing 
100,000 different types of 
insects. Brazil's jungles 
are home to most of its 
animal life, but many 
unique species also 

PEOPLE 
Most Brazilians are descended 
from three ethnic groups: 
Amerindians, European settlers 
(mainly from Portugal), and 
Africans. Starting in the 19th 
century, waves of immigrants from 
Europe, the Middle East, and even 
Japan added to this mix. This 
diversity of cultures has created a 
rich religious, musical, and 
culinary culture. 
  

 

History 
Portugal established its first colony in 
Brazil in 1530. Colonists created 
sugarcane plantations along the coast 
and sent diamonds and gold back to 
Europe. Soon, people from West Africa 
were brought to Brazil to work as slaves. 
The discovery of large inland gold 
reserves brought thousands of people 
from the coasts and as far away as 
Europe to the interior of the country…	  

CULTURE 
Brazilians are soccer crazy, and 
their country has produced 
some of the best players. The 
most famous of all is Edson 
Arantes do Nascimento, better 
known as Pelé. Brazil has won 
the World Cup soccer finals 
five times, more than any other 
nation, and is hosting the 
tournament this year.  

Languages 
Portuguese is the official language[1] of 
Brazil, and is spoken by more than 99% of 
the population. Minority languages include 
indigenous languages, and languages of more 
recent European and Asian immigrants. The 
population speaks or signs approximately 
210 languages, of which 180 are 
indigenous… 

Sources: kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/brazil 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazil	  

Natural 
Resources 

Bauxite, gold, iron ore, 
manganese, nickel, phosphates, 
platinum, tin, rare earth 
elements, uranium, petroleum, 
hydropower and timber With 
its ideal agricultural climate, 
Brazil boasts a healthy export 
trade in coffee. 


