
The Development  
Of Christianity 





In 63 B.C the 

Romans 

conquered the 

Jewish kingdom 

of Judea. 



Messiah  
= hero who would save 

Spiritual or Political? 



The founder of Christianity 

was a traveling teacher named 

Jesus 
 

He taught new ideas and 

practices that were very radical 

for those who practiced 

Judaism. He was also know as 

a worker of miracles. 

 



The Gospels  
= 4 biographical accounts of the life of Jesus. 



Jesus was born in Bethlehem  
   and grew up in Nazareth. 



Disciples = Jesus’ closest followers 



Jesus taught people to… 
 
-Be compassionate 
-Seek peace 
-Love one another 
-Live simply 
-Uphold justice 
-Be fair 



Many people thought Jesus would be a political 
Messiah to save them from the Romans. 
This made Jesus a threat for the Romans. 

 
Jesus claimed to be the Son of God.  

This claim made enemies with the Jewish priests. 



Jesus was arrested by the Jewish Sanhedrin (parliament) and 
handed over to the Romans for punishment. 

They claimed he was a danger to both Jews & Romans. 



Jesus was crucified as a criminal against Rome. 



Jesus’body 
was placed 
in a tomb & 
guarded by 
Roman 
soldiers.  



The Gospels claim that after 3 days  
Jesus rose from the dead. This is 
called the Resurrection. This proved 
to Jesus’ disciples that he was what he 
claimed to be – the Son of God. 



The disciples claimed that Jesus visited 
them over a period of 40 days. During this 
time he taught them about faith and told 
them to tell all the world about him. This 
would be the birth of the Christian faith 

and mission. 



Early Church 

The Early Church was 
active in telling other 
Jews that Jesus was the 
Messiah and the Son of 
God. They did not teach 
a political revolution, 
but the Kingdom of 
God. 



Early Church 

-Sharing everything 
-Helping people 
-All people are equal 
-Messiah was also for 
Gentiles (non-Jews) 
 

 These beliefs set Christianity apart from 
Judaism and Roman polytheism.  
 

 



Paul the Apostle 

Paul was a Jewish Christian 
 who was both a scholar of 
 Judaism and a Roman 
 citizen who spoke  
excellent Greek. Paul  
started as an enemy of the 
Early Church, but later  
believed and became a missionary. Paul would 
travel all over the Roman empire starting new 
churches filled with both Jews and Gentiles. 





Paul wrote many letters called Epistles to 
encourage and teach the new churches 

about Jesus. Many of them speak about how 
belief in Jesus broke down barriers between 

people. Paul saw Jesus as a Messiah who 
brought peace to all people. 



Grew very quickly! 


