
Greek  Politics 



Q: How was Greece 
 organized politically? 



Greece was divided into 
City-States (Polis) 

 
= small countries built 

around strong cities 
and included nearby 

villages & countryside. 





Most City-States were 
laid out publically in 2 

main parts: 
Agora & Acropolis 



Agora = Marketplace  

Large open space for business & 
public gatherings. A place to 

discuss politics and hold Holy 
Festivals. Temples and schools were 

built in the Agora. 





Acropolis = “High City” 

Defensive fortress,  
Temples and Palaces. 





City-States also 
influenced other Greek 

colonies. 





Each City-State was 
independent & had it’s 
own form of government 
…whatever they thought 
would be the best way to 
rule their Polis. 



Q: What different 
political systems 

evolved in the  
City-States of Greece? 



Monarchy 
A  government ruled 
 by a King or Queen. 



Aristocracy 
A  government ruled 

 the upper class or nobility. 



Oligarchy 
A  government ruled 

 “by the few”. 
The few were land owners  

or rich people.  



Tyrants 
A  government ruled 

 by a leader who took the power 
in an illegal way, usually by force.  



Democracy 
A  government ruled 

 by the people.  
This may be directly  

or via elected officials. 



Q: What is the basis of rule  
in a Democracy? 

 
(i.e. who gets to rule & why?) 



Citizens  
= people who are loyal 

to a country and are 
entitled to certain rights 

and protection. 
(modern definition) 



In many Greek City-States 
only men who had land/$ 

could be citizens. 
Only citizens could be 

involved in the 
democratic government. 



Cleisthenes 500BC+- 

Gave more power to 
Athens's citizens by 
taking it away from the 
rich and dividing the 
power equally between 10 
“tribes” of citizens. 
 

Council of 500: 50 men from each tribe  
served for 1 year to make laws by majority vote. 
 



Citizen Responsibilities 
(Athens) 

1.Serve in the army. 
 

2.Serve on juries  
   (=help judge in court) 



Q: How was 
Athens’ form of 
Democracy a bit 
different then ours 
today? 



Ostracism 

   Athens’ democracy also had a 
system where citizens could 
ostracize (=send a bad person 
away from Athens for 10 years)  

if enough votes were made! 



Limited Democracy 

   Athens’ democracy was a  
Limited democracy 

 = a democratic government that 
was only represented by citizens, 

but not everyone can be a 
citizen! 


