
Ancient India 



India: Geography 





Subcontinent 
= large landmass that is part of a continent, but considered separate. 



Himalayas 
(Hindu Kush) 





Himalayas 
 

-Highest mountains in the world. 
 

- Separate India from China & Asia. 
 

-Snowmelt supplies water to  
 major rivers. 









Climate 
Normally India is very  
warm and dry until… 



Monsoons 
= seasonal heavy rains (July-September) 



Monsoons can  
cause floods! 





The Ganges 
flows from the 

Hymalayas. 



Considered HOLY 





Indus River 
Cradle of early Indian Civilization 



Like most early 
Civilizations the 
Harappan Civilization 
developed along a 
river, the Indus River. 

(2500 BC) 



How was the  
Harappan Civilization 

 a civilization?  



Planned cities:  
Grid streets, protective walls,  
large public buildings. 



Harappan’s 
had complex 
institutions in 
both their 
governments 
and religion. 



Record keeping & writing systems. 



Improved Technology: Copper Tools 



Fun Fact 

Harappan homes had both bathrooms  
and toilets with running water! 



Why did the Harappan Civilization die out? 

It is believed that the 
Indus River changed 
course after an 
earthquake and also too 
many floods. 



Indo-Europeans  

Nomadic people  migrating over 
time into parts of Europe and Asia. 









Aryans move into India. 



Aryans move into India. 

-Were nomadic herders. 
 

-Spoke a language called Sanskrit. 
 

-The Aryan religion & language spread. 



Sanskrit 



Sanskrit 
-Used by educated people in India. 
 

-Is the language of India’s sacred writings. 
 

-Helped the Aryan’s spread their culture.  



Aryans 
Influenced India in these ways… 

1. Sanskrit – written language 
2. Social Structure 
3. Sacred - religion 



Indian  
Religion 



Hindu Caste 
= is a social structure that a 
person is born into and stay in 
until they die. 





How can you 
move in & out of 

your Caste? 



How can you 
move in & out of 

your Caste? 

Birth or Death 



Hinduism 



Hindus worship many gods. 
 

They believe there is one supreme  
Life Force that has many expressions  

(= polytheism). 
 

There are 1000’s of Hindu gods 
worshiped. 





Hindus believe 
in 3 main gods. 



Brahma 
The Creator  

of World  
& Vedas. 



The Vedas are the holy 
writings of Hinduism. 
 
Vedas means “wisdom.”  

- Written in Sanskrit. 
- 4 books of poetry, songs, stories. 
- The Vedas tell how a soul can go to 

Nirvana. 





Shiva 
The Destroyer 



Vishnu 
Protection  

and sustenance 



Another 
important 
figure was 
Krishna, who 
was the 8th 
appearance of 
Vishnu in 
human form. 



Hindus believe in Reincarnation 
 

= when a person is born 
again after he dies to live 
another life. 
 



Karma 



Karma 
= What you do now will affect your 

next life. 
 

Sometimes good, sometimes bad. 



Hindus believe 
that good karma 

will help you move 
up the caste 

system as you 
reincarnate. In 
time you will 

reach Nirvana. 



Many paths to god… 

Meditation 
 
Prayer 
 
Good Acts 
 
Yoga 
 
Diet 



Hindus believe 
Good Karma 
leads to leaving 
the Caste and 
joining with the 
Life Force in 
Nirvana. 



Jainism 
Teach the principle of 
ahimsa = “nonviolence”  
 
They believe all things 
have a soul & should 
not be hurt. 



Buddhism  



Buddhism  is 
based on the 
teachings of 
Siddhartha 
Gautama.  
He was a prince 
who gave up all 
his wealth to find 
the meaning of 
life. 



 
After meditation under a tree it is said 
he was enlightened (= had a special 
spiritual knowledge).  
 
Later he was called the Buddha  
(= the Enlightened One) 



Buddhism’s main teaching are the: 

Four Nobel Truths 



Four Nobel Truths 
Life is suffering. 

Comes from wanting. 

Suffering stops when 
wanting stops. 

Wanting stops by following 
the 8th Fold Path. 



8th Fold Path 
RIGHT: 1.Opinions 
  2. Desires 
  3. Speech 
  4. Actions 
  5. Job 
  6. Effort 
  7. Concentration 
  8. Meditation 



The teachings 
of Buddha are 
called Dharma. 
It is symbolized 
by a wheel.  



Indian Empires 



Mauryan Empire (550 BC) 

Under King 
Chandragupta the 
Empire grew to 
unite much of 
India. 



Asoka, the Buddhist King (272 BC.) 

Asoka ruled by Buddhist teachings. 
 
His laws were carved on rocks and 
stone pillars. 
 
He wanted people to be truthful, 
kind, and not kill. 
 
Buddhism grew very popular. 
 
Asoka tried to improve peoples 
lives. 



Gupta Empire (320BC) 

Arts & temple building flourished. 
 
Mathematics developed – a decimal 
system & symbol for zero. 
 
Astronomy grew and they proved the 
earth was round.  
 
Medicine and medical care spread. 
 



Temples 



Universities 
Art 



India Influences 



Religion 



Mathematics 



Film - BollyWood 



Civil Rights 


